Unetaneh Togef as a Midrashic Poem
Reuven Kimelman

Color highlights and fonts by Rabbi Kimelman, all indicating words re-used throughout Unetane Togef.

Gray indicates source texts and their translations compiled by Noah Gradofsky from Sefaria based on references
in Rabbi Kimelman’s translation. Bold words represent identical words from the source text used by
Unetaneh Togef. Underlined words represent Unetaneh Togef using synonyms parallel to the source text. Follow
links for Sefaria text.

1. And so to You may our Qedushah ascend, SIETR T7YA 77 1923 .1
for You our God are King. 270 39098 PR 02
2a. Now, let us proclaim the power of the holiness of the day, oi*3 NYIR Aph NInn.2a
for it is awesome and dreadful [see Habakkuk 1:7]. 1 258y K93 R 0D

They are terrible, dreadful; They make their own laws and rules.
b. On it Your kingship is exalted [see Numbers 24:7], 7N RpIn 121 .b
1ingPe Ripan) 1570 Jakn 09 °37 DR W oI DN
Their boughs drip with moisture, Their roots have abundant water. Their ruler shall rise above
Agag, Their sovereignty shall be exalted.
as Your throne is established by generosity (s proverbs 20:28] TN TRN2 1107
1INS3 TRMD TYOI TPRTIIXY MR TR
Faithfulness and loyalty protect the king; He maintains his throne by faithfulness.

truly letting You reign from it [see Isaiah 16:5]. BRE oy awm

IPTS 1 LRWR W) LAY TIT TR NNR 1Y 2R ROD 1O 123
And a throne shall be established in goodness In the tent of David, And on it shall sit in

faithfulness A ruler devoted to justice And zealous for equity.

c. Truly, You are He who is X977 710K °2 N .C
judge, plaintiff, knower (of motives), and Witness [see M. Avot 4:22]. LT Y7 m00inl 107

JIT? TONY RIT) L1720 KIT LT RIT LTI R, R L
... He is the discerner, He is the judge, He the witness, He the complainant, and that He will
summon to judgment.

You record and seal (count and number).? (m3im3 "9i0Y) 2N
d. You adduce all that has been forgotten [see M. Ta’anit 2:4] ninowin=o2 25t .d
DINWIT 99 ' AAR TN L. MIR I T DY
For the second blessing he recites ... Blessed are You, Lord, Who remembers the forgotten.

by opening the book of records fahhpimint vy Bmblopish @ ialalah
where each entry speaks for itself e PAREPIta)
having its owner’s signature [see Job 37:7]. 2 a78-H2 70 anim

! Note the reversal of DI'® and X111 from Habakuk to Unetaneh Toqef order to rhyme with ni'n from in the previous
hemistich.
2 These two are missing in many versions; see 4c.
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Anyn WIRTY2 NYIY ainm RT3
Is as a sign on every man’s hand, That all men may know His doings.

3a. And the great shofar is sounded [see Isaiah 27:13, Exodus 19:19] ypn? 273 Tpiwian.3a
YR WD 03 TR NORWT) 07380 IR D00 R YN DTG W 0Ty 9piws vpny xiTD 0172 | M)
And in that day, a great ram’s horn shall be sounded; and the strayed who are in the land of Assyria and
the expelled who are in the land of Egypt shall come and worship GOD on the holy mount, in Jerusalem.
(Isaiah 27:23)

e

The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses spoke, God answered him in thunder. (Ex. 19:19)
but a muted murmuring sound is heard [see 1 Kings 19:12, Job 4:16]. INU IR RnT 2ipY
IRT ARnT RiR WRD TOR) » WR2 XD WR WY o
After the earthquake—fire; but GOD was not in the fire. And after the fire—a soft murmuring sound.
b. The angels panic oM ooy b
trepidation and trembling seizing them [see Psalm 48:6-7] 1IN 7YY M
7212 9 D DOImS MY IR 703 A0 12 W8T
At the mere sight of it they were stunned, they were terrified, they panicked; they were seized
there with a trembling, like a woman in the throes of labor,

c. as they declare: “Behold, the day of judgment.” J070 P a3 R .C
to arraign the hosts on high in judgment [see Isaiah 24:21], 2i7% Nax Yy 7Peb

TNIRTTOY TRINT "A7n V) 0122 2t RRXYY M 7R X7 012 1)

In that day, GOD will punish The host of heaven in heaven And the kings of the earth on earth.
for in Your eyes they will not be acquitted in judgment [see 072 T2 127 N9 02
Job 15:15].

PP 21N DY TR XD WIPR T
He puts no trust in His holy ones; The heavens are not guiltless in His sight;

4a. And all who have come into the world 071y *x297).4a
will pass before You as the angelic hosts/as a flock of 339% %332 7939
sheep [see M. Rosh Hashanah 1:2].
.. 7173 %339 vipb 2iY abivi 82 92 mawn Wl ...
... on Rosh HaShana, all creatures pass before Him like sheep...

b. Like a shepherd who checks his flock [see Ezekiel 34:12] 7Y P npes b
29731 1y o2 ot 185) WK NhiprI=o3n DINR APET) INXTNN PN 12 NiY91 1Xe-Ting ini g o2 197V 799 hapas
As shepherds seek out their flock when some [animals] in their flock have gotten separated, so | will seek out
My flock, I will rescue them from all the places to which they were scattered on a day of cloud and gloom.

making each of his sheep pass under his staff [see Leviticus 27:321, Jjuaw non aNy
2 WTTT, YUY IR NOR 2282 99 W) 1p2 Mpyn~))
All tithes of the herd or flock—of all that passes under the shepherd’s staff, every tenth one—
shall be holy to ».

c. So You will have pass as you count, number, bt~} ah Balclelg)) 12.C
and arraign each living being [see Jeremiah 33:13]. S92 WOl Thom
D R I 10V INSD MINERD TV TP 9 02PN 000 TR IR 28T "W 10w w3 17 W3
In the towns of the hill country, in the towns of the Shephelah, and in the towns of the Negeb, in the
land of Benjamin and in the environs of Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, sheep shall pass again
under the hands of one who counts them—said GOD.



https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.27.13?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.19.19?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Kings.19.12?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.4.16?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.48.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.24.21?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.15.15?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.1.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.34.12?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.27.32?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.33.13?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en

d. And determine each person’s sentence 27925 naxp Ao .d

and record their verdict. 0277 713NN 2R
5. On Rosh Hashanah it is recorded 1202 MYy wNeR .5
But on the fast of Kippur it is sealed: [see 5. Rosh Hashanah 16a] <123 DX 2

2971927 21°2 anns 19Y 1°7 71 7 wWND2 11701 DTN)
And mankind is judged on Rosh HaShana, and the sentence is sealed on Yom Kippur

6a. How many shall pass on [see Psalm 104:93] n2.6a
PINT N9 MAW72 "IaY02 My
You set bounds they must not pass so that they never again cover the earth.
and how many shall come into being, [see Psalm 104:30a]. JINT2Y 7712)
TTATN °39 WInnT 1INN2Y A0 MY
send back Your breath, they are created, and You renew the face of the earth.

b. who shall live and who shall die [B. Rosh Hashanah 16b] D375 m3 1o n b
— DR AR PND TROT) 1IN — T3 LYY 807 M0KY TRNA 02 — TR D78
S109mY 2R3 — 307 X9 ,2%90% 1and1 — 137 ,0°71995 o ) Mwa WX PInivy 10
Wholly righteous people are immediately written and sealed for life; wholly wicked people are
immediately written and sealed for death; and middling people are left with their judgment
suspended from Rosh HaShana until Yom Kippur. If they merit, they are written for life; if they
do not so merit, they are written for death.
who shall reach his end and who shall not: Sixpa KD o ixpan .C
who by fire and who by flood [see Psaim 66:12a], ,2%%3 "1 WK on .d
177177 NRONIAT 2327 wIRaTIND NYRS? Ui 2277
You have let men ride over us; we have endured fire and water, and You have brought us
through to prosperity.
who by war and who by beast, M2 M AR N e
who by starvation and who by dehydration [see seremian 15:2-5], SNXn%2om 2y on f
DY QW2 WY 3P 27 WK 3702 292 WK1 D2 N2 W A3 KR DN DRK) RED MR TRN 180 )
- STPIWEP1 99K YINT NRIRTINY DRWD AIYNR) 2097 0322070 3972 39NN 73T 0R3 hiNgwn V3R 0y nTRD
And if they ask you, ‘To what shall we go forth?” answer them, ‘Thus said GOD: Those destined for the plague,
to the plague; Those destined for the sword, to the sword; Those destined for famine, to famine; Those

destined for captivity, to captivity. And | will appoint over them four kinds [of punishment]—declares GOD —
the sword to slay, the dogs to drag, the birds of the sky, and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. ...

who by shattering events® and who by plague, ,IDAN2 M WY 0 .0

3 yiy1 entails quaking but not necessarily a (rare) earthquake; see Ezekiel 12:18, 37:7. Qallir, the putative author of
Unetaneh Toqef, uses &y elsewhere to indicate quaking in general; see Goldschmidt, Mahzor Le-Yamim Ha-
Nora’im,: 1:215, line 180a; 1:216, line 4; and 1:217, line 14. Also Hinneni, the precentor’s prelude to the High Holiday
Musaf, has Tn9n Tn9) vyl ,wvnn yn ‘10 (ibid., 1:147). As ¥v1 is not limited to earthquakes so nj7'202 and
N7'702 (#6h) are not limited to the official modes of execution.
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who by choking and who by pelting, 127992 9 mphana o Wh

who shall be at rest and who restless, 00 0m g
who shall be tranquil and who tormented, L0 M vpY on
who shall be at ease and who at dis-ease, ,09007 1 g 0 LK
who shall wax rich and who shall wane poor, S ) Yy on
who shall have an upturn and who a downturn. 29U om1 037 .M
7. But teshuvah, tefillah and tzedakah TRTYY nPOnI 729w T
remove the harshness/hardship of the decree. 10T YTNN

8a. For as Your (four-lettered) name (is one of mercy) TR °2.8a
S0 is Your reputation [psalm 48:11]: NN 32

PR IRR PTE YIRTIRRTOY ANPIR 12 DOOK TR
The praise of You, God, like Your name, reaches to the ends of the earth; Your right hand is
filled with beneficence.
hard to anger and easy to appease [M. Avot 5:11], ,NIXT® mia) o mwip
TR LIN2W2 1T007 RYY LNIXND AWR) 0997 AR Li70972 10 XYY ,NiXT? 0i)) o¥)Y 0i1 .nivIa niTa ¥R
VYT ,NIX7 AwR) oV2% mi1 .7on L nixnk miy obob
There are four kinds of temperaments: Easy to become angry, and easy to be appeased: his gain
disappears in his loss; Hard to become angry, and hard to be appeased: his loss disappears in his
gain; Hard to become angry and easy to be appeased: a pious person; Easy to become angry
and hard to be appeased: a wicked person.

b. for You desire not the sinner’s death, n»a nins vEon XY 2 b
but that in turning from his path he might live [see Ezekiel S1Om) $397R 929Ws DR 0D
18:23].

Is it my desire that the wicked shall die?—says the Sovereign GOD. It is rather that they shall
turn back from their ways and live. (Ez. 18:23)

c. Indeed, to his dying day You await him, LJ9-mann inin o 7wy .C
were he to return You would welcome him at once. J22pn 7 2w X
d. Truly, You are their Maker o7t %07 o 2 BN .d
and know of what they are made [see Psalm 103:14a] 2930 Y70
that they are (but) flesh and blood [see Psalm 103:14b]. .07) 32 o7 %2

DN D2Y7I2 707 WY VI RITD
For He knows how we are formed; He is mindful that we are dust.


https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.48.11?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.5.11?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.18.23?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.103.14?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.103.14?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en

9a. A person’s origin - from dust; his end - to dust [see Genesis 3:19]. Spyh inio) Appn i1’ o7XR.9a
21D BYOR) AAR WY ANRD O30 2 TATRTTIR 52 7Y an? YaNn 1B nyIa
By the sweat of your brow Shall you get bread to eat, Until you return to the ground For
from it you were taken.
b. At the risk of his life he earns his bread [see Lamentations 5:9]. Jnmd 8020 jweis b
IRTRD 277 39N WHID N33 MRRID
We get our bread at the peril of our lives, Because of the sword of the wilderness.

c. (In Scripture, life) is said to be W .C
Like a shard — shattered [see Leviticus 6:21] "2uT o
10793 W) P 772 DY) "22370X) TR% 1277wan W w9
An earthen vessel in which it was boiled shall be broken; if it was boiled in a copper vessel,
[the vessel] shall be scoured and rinsed with water.
like grass — withering, [isaiah 40:7] wad PRI
like a flower — wilting [isaiah 407, see Psalm 103:14, text above in 8d) bai1 PO
[DYT VYT PN 12 7AW T 0 02 PR D33 R wa
Grass withers, flowers fade When the breath of GOD’s breath blows on them. Indeed, people
are but grass. (Is. 40:7)
like a shadow — passing [psalm 144:4b] "3ip b3
31w B39 7R MRT 2302 oTR
Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing shadow.
like a cloud — fading [Job. 7:9], 792 Y
e N7 2IRY TIP 12 72 W R

As a cloud fades away, So whoever goes down to Sheol does not come up;

like a breeze — fleeting [see Isaiah 40:7] nawia mn

[0YT TR0 N 12 AR T MNP 7Y 23 R v
Grass withers, flowers fade When the breath of GOD’s breath blows on them.

Indeed, people are but grass:

like dust — flittering [see Isaiah 5:244] AR

NR) NIRIT 7 DI DR 108D 02 A4 PaRD of9Y T PR2 YWY 157 120 WM UR 1Y v 9382 399

IERI PRWWITR DK
Assuredly, As straw is consumed by a tongue of fire And hay shrivels as it burns, Their stock
shall become like rot, And their buds shall blow away like dust. For they have rejected the
instruction of GOD of Hosts, Spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel.

like a dream — flying off [Job 20:8]. A7 239

910 TOI0D T ImR¥R? X7) 9wy 2o
He flies away like a dream and cannot be found; He is banished like a night vision.

10. But You are king everlasting God. .022) °0 9% 70 X 1AR).10
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