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Sefer HaHinuch, Mitzvah 529
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Deut. 20:10-12
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When you approach a town to attack it, you shall offer it terms of peace.
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If it responds peaceably and lets you in,

all the people present there shall be subject to you and serve you.
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If it does not surrender to you, but would join battle with you, you shall lay siege to it;

Deut. Rabbah 5:13
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Abarbanel, Deut. 20:10
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Nachmanides, Deut. 23:10
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Deut. 20:5-8
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Mishneh Torah, Sabbath 2:23
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[The following rules apply] when gentiles lay siege to Jewish cities:
If their intent was financial gain, the Sabbath laws should not be violated because of them, nor
are we allowed to wage war against them.
If a city is located near the border, however, we should march against them with weapons and
wage war against them even when they are demanding hay or straw.
In any location, if the gentiles' intent was Jewish lives, or if they engaged in battle with a city or
laid siege to it without stating a specific intention, we must wage war against them,
and the Sabbath laws should be violated because of them.
It is a mitzvah for every member of the Jewish people who can come [to their assistance]
to go out and aid their brethren who are under siege and save them from the gentiles
[although it is the] Sabbath. It is forbidden to wait until Saturday night.
After they have saved their brethren, they may return home with their weapons on the Sabbath,

so that a dangerous situation will not be created in the future.



Tosefta Bava Kamma 7:2, ed. Lieberman, p. 29f.
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