Reuven Kimelman/Brandeis Universit
Two Perspectives on Human Worthiness:

1. Grace-Based, human uniqueness, Yom Kippur Ne’ilah

2. The Covenant-Based Minimal Shema
I The Ne‘ilah Yom Kippurim service
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Artscroll: You reach out a hand to willful sinners
Lev Shalem: You extend Your hand to those who sin.
Mishkan HaNefesh: You hold out your hand to those who do wrong.

Better: You give latitude to sinners, but You extend Your right hand to penitents
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For 71011 7R as “You give space for” see 7> in Deut. 23:13:

mama? yann 92 man 7> = There shall be a space for you outside the camp.

Josh. 8:20b 1371 m37 01% 2972 072 7277X2) = they had no space for flight in any direction.

Ezekiel 21:24 X2 ' 0T WX X2 T

select a spot, select it where roads branch off to [two] cities
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You have taught us, A-donai, our God, to admit to you every one of our sins so
that we give up the defrauded goods in our hands.

Jonah 3:8 aepaz awiy opma=ye Ay77 12770 VR 1Y) ARIN2 O7H-XON IR
NJPS: and they shall cry mightily to God. Let everyone turn back
from his evil ways and from the injustice of which he is guilty.
Better: let everyone repent of their evil way by giving back the
stolen goods in their hands.

Ezekiel 45:9 {0y mp7%) LOWHI 1707 TR o
Rid yourself of ill-gotten gain and robbery; do what is right and just.

Amos 3:10 o7 ninaRa TR oar 0RIRG P oR) 5Ny WK
They can’t make things right, declares GOD, as they store away
the ill-gotten gain and robbery in their fortresses.



Jeremiah 22:3
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Thus said A-donai: “Do what is just and right:
1. Rescue the robbed from the hand of the defrauder;
2. Don’t swindle the stranger, the orphan, and the widow;
3. Don’t steal nor shed innocent blood in this place.

Leviticus 19:13
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You shall not defraud your fellow.
You shall not commit robbery.
The wages of a laborer shall not remain with you until morning.
Deuteronomy 24:14
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You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer,
whether of brethren or a stranger in one of the communities of your land.
Ezekiel 33:15-17
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15. So, too, when I say to the wicked, “You shall die,”
and he turns away from his sinfulness
and does what is just and right.
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16. If the wicked man restores a pledge, makes good what he has taken by robbery

follows the laws of life, and not commit iniquity—
he shall live, not die.
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17. None of the sins that he committed will be chalked up to him;
since he does what is just and right, he shall live.



Hosea 12:7-9

.....

A trader who uses false scales, who loves to defraud,
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Ephraim thinks, “Ah! I have become rich; | have achieved power!
All my (ill-gotten) gains do not add up to a single real offense.”

Isaiah 54:14
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NJPS: You shall be established through righteousness. You shall be safe from oppression
Better: You shall be established through righteousness -- Keep away from fraud (ill-gotten gain).

Rambam, “Laws of Repentance” 2:9
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1. but sins between man and man as injuring his neighbor,
cursing his neighbor, or robbing him, and things like that,

2. 1s not absolved unless he gives back what he owes

and seeks to make up with him.

3. Even if he makes restitution, he is still obliged to make up with him

to secure his forgiveness. (only pertinent to ill-gotten gain).



Ne’ilah part 1 continues:
DYRR WK 2727 19R? DOTIIN DOWRD TI97 TH2W ARWN3 1123p0.3
JINHAWR N 907 PRI L0011 WRY YR R4
INI°20 00207 92097 ,apRing mnn unanRy v npR).b

1 Accept us fully when we return to You as You promised to accept
the sweet-smelling sacrifices.

2. Innumerable and endless are the guilt and fire offering (that would
have been required of us in Temple times).

3. And You know that we are destined for the worms and maggots,
therefore You have multiplied opportunities for our forgiveness.

[Avot 3:1
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Il Ne’ilah, Part 2
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What are we? What is our life?
What is our kindness? What is our piety?
[or: What is our merit? What is our worth?]

(What worth are our efforts at salvation?)
What is our power? What is our might?
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What shall we say before You, our God and God of our ancestors? After all,
1. All the super-heroes are as nothing to You,

2. Celebrities as if they never were, (see Genesis 6:4)

3. Intellectuals as lacking knowledge,

4. Cognoscenti as lacking sense, (see Deuteronomy 1:13)

5. for the sum of our/their deeds is zilch

6. and the days of our/their lives are meaningless to You.

7. Indeed, the advantage of man over beast counts for nothing, for all is

meaningless.



In the daily liturgy, the meaninglessness of human existence is countered by the
meaningfulness of covenantal existence.
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1. But (228) we are Your people, the children of Your covenant.
2. The children of Abraham, your beloved (or: Your lover), as You swore to
him on Mount Moriah (see Gen. 22:17-18).
3. The seed of Isaac, Your favorite, who was bound on the top of the altar (see
Gen. 22:2, 12, 16),
4. The community of Jacob, Your first-born son (see Ex. 4:22).
4b. who because of Your love that You loved him and Your delight that You
delighted in him,
4c. You renamed him Israel (See Gen. 32:29, 35:10) and Yeshurun (See Deut. 32:15;
33:5, 26; Isa. 44:2).
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1. Therefore, we should thank You, praise You, glorify You; bless,
sanctify, and offer praise and thanks to Your Name.

2. We are fortunate! How good is our portion!
How pleasant is our destiny! How commendable is our legacy.

3. We are fortunate that we rise early and retire at night, morning and
evening, saying twice daily:
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I11 Ne’ilah part 3 instead focuses on the uniqueness of humanity,
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1. But You have set humanity apart from the beginning, and found it worthy to stand before You
2. For who could tell You what to do? and even were one acquitted, what would it give You (Job
35:7)?
3. Thus, You, A-donali, our God, gave us in love this Day of Atonement, a period of forgiveness
and pardon for all our wrongs.
4. so that we cease (keeping) our unjust gain and return to You to fulfill wholeheartedly the
laws You want us to do.
5. And You in Your abundant mercy have compassion on us, for You do not desire the
destruction of the world (= humanity).
6. As Your prophet declares: “Seek A-donai wherever God may be found, call out to God when
He is near” (Isaiah 56:6).
7. And “Let the evildoer abandon his ways and the wicked his designs and return to A-donai who
will have compassion on him and to our God who forgives and forgives” (Isaiah 56:7).
8. “And You, forgiving God, are gracious, compassionate, endlessly patient, abounding in love”
(Nehemiah 9:17b) lovingly loyal, true, and generous (see Exodus 34:5).
9. You desire the repentance of the wicked, and do not want their demise.
10. As Your prophet declares: “Say to them, ‘as | live,” declares our Lord, A-donai, | do not
desire that the wicked die, only that they turn away from their [evil] path and live,
11. so turn away, turn away back from what leads you astray that you do not die O House of
Israel” (Ezekiel 33:11).
12. And he further said, “Is it my desire that the evildoer die? declares the Lord, A-donai; is it
not that he turn away from his [evil] ways and live” (Ezekiel 18:23).
13. And it is said: “For I do not desire the death of him who deserves death, declares the Master,
A-donai; so return and stay alive” (Ezekiel 18:32).
14. For You are the Pardoner of Israel, and the Forgiver of the tribes of Yeshurun in every
generation.
15. Besides You we have no sovereign Who forgives and pardons -- only You.

Midrash Tanhuma, Lekh Lekha 20
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And Abraham fell upon his face (Gen. 14:3).

Prior to his circumcision,

whenever the Shekhinah addressed him, he would prostrate himself,
Once circumcised, he would stand while God talked with him,

as it says: And Abraham remained standing before A-donai” (Gen.
18:22).

The explanation for 7> as space
Is spelled out in Otsar Ha-Tefillot, ad loc. (Sefarad 2:582, bottom note).
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