Reuven Kimelman, The second blessing of the Shema Liturgy
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1. With everlasting love have You loved us, A-donai our God
2. With great and surpassing tenderness have You attended to us .
3. Our Father our King, as our ancestors placed their trust in You
4. And You taught them the statutes of life so grace us by teaching us.
5. Our Father, merciful Father, have mercy upon us.
6. Endow our hearts with the capacity to understand and to discern,
in order to hear, to study, to teach, to keep, to do, and
to fulfill all the words of Your (Talmud) Torah out of love.
7. Enlighten our eyes in Your Torah 8. and make our hearts cling to Your commandments.
9. Unite our heart to love and to revere Your name.
10. a. We shall never be disappointed since we have placed our trust in Your holy name,
b. “the Great, the Awesome,” we shall revel and rejoice in Your deliverance.
c. Bring us blessing and peace from the four corners of the earth.
d. And lead us upright to our land, for You are the God who brings about deliverance.
11. You have chosen us from among all peoples and language groups
12. You have granted us access to Your great name. Selah
13. To acknowledge You and declare truly Your oneness out of love

14. Blessed are You, A-donai, who chooses His People Israel out of love.



How does the Shema mean what it means?
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