Exodus 12:47 @

flesh outside the house; nor shall you break a bone of it.
47The whole community of Israel shall offer it. 48If a stran-
ger who dwells with you would offer the passover to the
Lorp, all his males must be circumcised; then he shall be
admitted to offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the
country. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it,
¥There shall be one law for the citizen and for the stranger
who dwells among you.

S¢And all the Israelites did so; as the Lorp had com-
manded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

$1That very day the Lorp freed the Israclites from the
land of Egypt, troop by troop.
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not break 4 bone  Presumably, to suck out the marrow. Baal Ha-Turim suggests that such
behavior would imply that they were still hungry, even though the Passover meal should have been
completely satisfying.

48-49. These instructions relate unmistakably to the situation envisaged in verse 25. The
stranger in Isracl enjoyed numerous rights and privileges, such as the benefits of the Sabbath rest, the
protection afforded by the cities of refuge, and access to a share of certain tithes and to the produce of
the Sabbatical year.”s He could offer sacrifices if he so pleased’” and could even participate in religious
festivals. He was also obligated to refrain from certain actions that undermined the social, moral, and
spiritual well-being of the dominant society, such as immorality, idolatry, blasphemy, and the
consumption of blood.”® He was not required to celebrate the Passover; but if he desired to do so, and
thus identify himself and his family with the national experience of Isracl, he had first to submit to
circumcision.” Having done so, no discrimination between him and the citizen was allowed.?® Just
like an uncircumcised non-Israelite, so an uncircumcised Israelite also was excluded.®!

50. This refers to the eating of the paschal offering,.

51. A resumptive repetition of verse 41. It picks up the narrative of verses 37-41 following
the digression concerning ritual regulations. The Masoretic scribal division seems to reflect a
tradition that connects the verse to the following chapter, indicating that the ensuing law of the first- -
born was promulgated on the very day of the Exodus. Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, and Ralbag all construe the
verse in this manner,
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NUMBERS 15:15

would present an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the
Lorb—as you do, so shall it be done by !Sthe rest of the
congregation. There shall be one law for you and for the
resident stranger; it shall be a law for all time throughout
the ages. You and the stranger shall be alike before the
Lorp; 'Sthe same ritual and the same rule shall apply to you
and to the stranger who resides among you.

1”The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying: #Speak to the Israel-
ite people and say to them:

When you enter the land to which I am taking you %and
you eat of the bread of the land, you shall set some aside as a
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cannot yicld “the rest of” and that ger cannor be included in the kabal (cf. Josh. 8:35). An acceptable
solution is possible once verse 29a is brought in for comparison. Its similar construction to verse 15
allows for the equation of ha-kahal with ba-ezrah, “citizen,” and the passage should therefore be
rendered: “As for the congregation (i.e., Israclites), there shall be onc law for you and for the resident

stranger.”1?

16. the same ritual Applies in this case. Although the stranger is placed on an equal
footing with the citizen in civil law, there are a few significant differences berween them in religious

law, on which see Excursus 34.,
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Wheh
mn by Wiy 83w — 5 the primal serpent seduced Eve, bwn
u;;qn 3 — he cast impurity into her,) which she then passed on
to future generations of men. nRPE WL 0 by rmyw by

© . 1ppmr — In the case of Israel, who stood at Mount Sinai to
- accept the Torah, their impurity was removed,™ and they were
~ returned to their original uncontaminated state. Thus, they are
 todayfreeof impurity. nRoR X% WE 75y ¥Ry XYW DmIn May
ypmt — In the case of idolaters, however, who did not stand at
Mount Sinai, their impurity was not removed. It thus persists
to this day.
The Gemara asks:
w599 K377 173 RNK 27 ™Y R — Rav Acha the son of Rava
said to Rav Ashi: 'xp ov3 — What about converts, who did
not stand at Mount Sinai?® b 1oy — Hesaid to him: by qx
“yyy by 17 85 3R 33 — Even though they themselves were
not there, theirmazals were there.¥ 2137~ Foritis written
in a verse that identifies those with whom the covenant of Sinai
was made:  NN) 7K 0 neY Dive ey wpy D Y w-nx
21 B K R — those who are standing here with us today

Mishnafe nmymy nyn Saxy many nk o

eat dried figs from it,™
intend to make a vessel;®
cask,

CHAVIS CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO SHABBOS @

A"

146a'

before Hashem our God, and those who are not here ete. with us
today. ! This teaches that even those who would only later join the
Jewish nation were present in some form at the Revelation at
Sinai. Their presence there caused their impurity to be removed.
The Gemara cites a dissenting opinion:

KJ12 3 K3K 9377 KyP; — And this [ie. R’ Yochanan's
statement] is contrary to the opinion of R’ Abba bar Kahana;
K372 12 KaX 127 K7 —- for R’ Abba bar Kahana said: =y
wnidkn xpom mpep &Y nintt mwbw — Not until three
generations had passed was the impurity introduced into Eve by
the serpent removed from our forefathers. nx whw1 ogIax
bryypyr — For we see that Abraham sired Ishmael, a product of
his impurity, Wy ng Y poy — while Isaac sired Esau, a
product of his impurity. DWW "y D YR apy - But
Jacob sired the twelve tribes, nin Dw 2 f KDY — in
whom there was no abberation — all were free of the serpent’s
contamination. Thus, R’ Abba bar Kahana holds that the Jews
were freed of impurity with the birth of Jacob, long before the
Revelation at Sinai.l®

"3 — A person may break open a cask in order to
93 niyb mam Kb mabm — provided that he does not
man Sy npan Paph pR) — and one may not perforate the bung of a
T3 137 *137 — These are the words of R’ Yehudah;®

1y omam ~ however, the Sages

When the Torah records Eve’s words regarding her beguilement into
ating from the Tree of Knowledge, it employs a term that connotes
sexual relations. For the word "newn — from the verse owi wnan, the
rpent deceived me (Genesis 3:13) — shares the root of the word R,
arriage. The Torah thus teaches that when the serpent convinced Eve
 eat, it “coupled” with her (Rashi; see Sefer HaPardes, quoted in
rei Zohar; Ben Yehoyada; see also Maharal, Chidushei Aggados,
re and to Yevamos 63a). With this act, the serpent cast impurity into
ve. Maharsha (to Yevamos 103b) explains that Man, who is formed in
1d's image, was created free of all spiritual contamination. By causing
ve to sin, the serpent injected into Man the spiritual impurity that is
the root of all sin.
As were all their impairments, both spiritual and physical, For at the
ent of the Revelation, all who were at Sinai were imbued with
liness and purity; even the blind and the lame [as well as those deaf
d dumb] were healed of their physical defects (Rashi, from Sifrei; see
i to Avodah Zarah 22b vmyw Sxwr 4, who derives this from
S@Bg:of Songs 4:7; see also Rashi to Exodus 20:15).
ow is their impurity removed from them? (Rashi). [The Gemara
not ask this question regarding the children of those who stood at
ount Sinai because it assumes [based on the verse cited in the Gemara
w] that the souls of all Jews were present at the Revelation at Sinai.
nders, though, regarding converts, whose souls were not at Sinai
harsha). Alternatively, the Gemara assumes that those who were
nai passed their sanctity on to their offspring (Sfas Emes).]
“7!!?, mazal, is a person’s angel, who advocates his cause in the
enly Court (Rashi to 53b mbm i), The Gemara now realizes that
Ugh the souls of converts were not at Sinai, their angels were; this
¢ed to remove the impurity from them [upon their conversion]
sha; see also Shevuos 39a).
teronomy 29:14,

Ut ee R’ Teaddok HaKohen's Yisrael Kedoshim (p. 112), where he
18 that these two opinions are not in actual disagreement, but
discuss two stages in the removal of the impurity.]

NOTES
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