Reuven Kimelman
Avot in the light of Second Temple History

Avot 1:1
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Moses received Torah at Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua, Joshua to the elders,
and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the Men of the Great Assembly.

Deut. 31:9
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Deut. 31:25-26:

SARY 17002 7R ORI 0N1907NR TwHh 18N

S7Y% 92 oWCm) 02008 TN 1R T8 IR ann®) m1e aing e nR obY

Deut. 17:9-11
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Malachi 2:7
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For the lips of a priest preserve knowledge, and rulings are sought from

his mouth, for he is a messenger of GOD of Hosts.
Malachi 3:22
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1 Sam. 4:18
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Jer. 18:18
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Haggai 2:11
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Amos 3:7
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Indeed, GOD does nothing without having revealed His purpose to His servants the prophets.
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They said three things: Be cautious in rendering a decision, rear many disciples,
and make a fence to secure the Torah.

They functioned as judges, teachers, and protectors of the Torah.
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Judah ben Tabbai said: do not assert yourself as the chief judge;
and when the litigants are standing before you, consider them as guilty;
but when they leave your presence, look upon them as innocent, as they
have accepted the judgement.
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Shimon ben Shetach taught: cross-examine the witnesses thoroughly,
but be careful with what you say, lest from them they learn to lie.



ST T R LTPITAT DRI W 707 PUIRG ivew.2
iy oRive 0027 vty Sy
77inm by
1712y 59
0791 NI S
Shimon the Righteous, one of the last members of the great assembly, taught
the world stands on three things:
on the Torah,
on the Temple service,
and on the practice of piety.
Simon adapted 2 Chrn. 31:20-1 by prioritizing Torah over Avodah. The development is as follows:
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Hezekiah did this throughout Judah. He acted in a way that was good, uprlght and faithful
before the LORD his God. Regarding
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Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai said to Vespasian:

“At Yavneh, I shall teach my students Mishnah,

I will standardize prayer,

and I will perform all the Mitzvot.”
Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai translated the three-pronged program of Simon the Righteous of
Avot 1:2 into the post-Temple reality. Accordingly, the editor of ARNA placed his statement as if
it were a commentary on that of Simon

The version of ARNB 6, p. 19, has as the first part 770 72 717X strengthening the parallel with
the first part of Avot 1:2; see Goldin, Studies in Midrash and Related Literature, p. 33. Note also
that the third part, ARNA 4, p. 23, reverts to the terminology of the third part of 2 Chrn. 31:21,
myn except that it adds 75 thereby including the other two, 71)¥% and 2*7017 N127%3.

Amidah, Blessing 5: Torah, Avodah, Teshuvah
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